T oronto Workcrs’ Thcatrc GrouP

Prcscnts

T oronto 1919
L

Written by Craig Hcron

Directed by Alida Jordao



THE TORONTO GENERAL STRIKE

|n the sPring of 1 919, thousands of workers were raising a clenched fist of defiance to bosses and

Politicians all across Canada. T he most famous event was the gcncral strike in Winnich. But there

were dramatic moments of class confrontation in many other towns and cities too. [Jere in | oronto,

the labour movement was raPic”3 signing up thousands of new members, but showing dccpcning signs

of a divide between visionary radicals and cautious labour bureaucrats. That tension was Plagcd out

ina Fivc—-clay gcncral strike in T oronto, which bcgan on Mag }Qtl’ but had Pctcrcd out well before the

violence c:ruPtcd in Winnipcg in Junc. Jtis alittle-known story of determination and Political 5trugg|c,

Thursdag Mag 1
Tucsclag Mag 1%

Thursdag M33 15
Saturc]ag Mag 17

Monclay May 19

Tucsclay May 20

Monday Mag 26

chlncsclag Mag 28

Friclag Mag 30
,Saturc]ay Mag 31

Tucsdag Junc %

Wednesday June 4+
Tucsdag Junc 17

TIMELINE

Toronto Metal Trades Council strike begins

Mctal Traclcs Counci] asks the Toronto Traclcs and Labor
Council to call a gcncral strike. Dccision to hold a sPccial convention
Winnipcg gcncrat strike bcgins

Ka"g of 5,000 in Quccn’s Park in support of an cighikhour dag and a
gcncral strike

Mayor T ommy Church attempts to mediate between cmplogcrs and
Mctal Trades Council

Gcncral strike convention meets, but acljoums because talks between
the Parties are ongoing

Humberside students strike for shorter school hours

Gcncral strike convention reconvenes and elects a C ommittee of
Fimctccn to run the strike

Dclcgation of unionists and bosses travel to Ottawa to meet Prime
Minister bordcn, who hoPcs to head off the gc:ncral strike. Dcspitc
hours of mccting, no settlement results

T oronto gcncral strike is declared

Gcncral strike convention meets again. Same niglwt, street car
workers decide not to Participatc

Mctal Trac]cs Council requests that the gcncral strike be called off
because of weak support. General strike convention agrees
Garment worl(ers return to work

Winnipeg strike leaders are arrested



Saturdag June 21 “Blood3 5aturda3” in Winnipcg: policc violcntlg break upa march of

veterans in suPPort of the gcncraJ strike there
Thursdag June 26

Thursdag Julg 17

Winnipcg gcncral strike omcmciciaug declared over
Socialists supporters of the T oronto gcncral strike win all the

executive Positions in the T rades and Labor Counci] elections

CAST

(in order of aPPcarancc)

Arnie Blake, newsbog

E leanor Brown, housewife

Ethcl ]nl(stcr, housewife

|sabelle Martin, reporter

Jamcs F Merrick, Sccrctarg,

T oronto EmPlogcrs’ Association

Avrthur O’Lcarg, President,

T oronto T rades and |_abour Council

Wiuiam J (Elll) Hcvcg, Sccrctarg,
T oronto T rades and | _abor Council

William D. CWr“y) Robbins, Financial Sccrctary,
Amalgamatcd T ransit (Union and City Contro"cr

Richard C.. (Dick) Brown,
President, Metal T rades Council
Jof'm Duggctt,

President, BuildingTraclcs Lcaguc
Rose Barnes, housewife

bcrt Wallacc, veteran

Maria Agostino, housewife
Franccsca |_uciano, housewife
Tommg Church, Magor of Toronto
Woman garment worker

Woman tclcphonc oPcrator

Luigi %ostino, musician
Bystandcrs, protesters, neiglwbours

Stagc Managcr
Frops and Costumcs

|ev Jaeger/Aida Jordao
Ho"g Kirkconnell

Nadia Geith

Hailu Grant

Craig [eron
Paul Bilodeau
[ ster Reiter
Merv King
Mike Phillips

]:_d DunsWorth

Janet | ewis

Marifgn Tate/ Doug Croker
Vanessa Omana

[ ster Reiter

Ginny T homson

Janet ] ewis

Marilyn Tate

Hartlcg Wgnbcrg

Cast

Ho"g Kirkconnc”

Craig Heron and Ginng Thomson



Avanti Popolo, alla riscossa
Pandiera rossa, bandiera rossa
Avanti Popolo, alla riscossa

Bandiera rossa trionfera.

Pandiera rossa la trionfera
Bandiera rossa la trionfera
Pandiera rossa la trionfera

[ wiva il socialismo e la liberta!
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Merv King, Michelle |rving, and Nuno Cristo (for ProPs)
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T oronto Workers’ T heatre GrouP is part of the
T oronto Workers’ Historg Frojcct

[For more information on mcmbcrship and events,

check our website: twl'IP.ca



